
Name: 
 
Teacher: 
 
 

8th Grade U.S. History & H/ELA 
For: June 1st  to June 5th 

Packet #7 
 
 
 
Just to be clear, this is the one and only  packet you will need for both your U.S. History and H/ELA 
classes this week. We, Ms. Meissner, Ms. Leitch, Mr. Harless, and Mr. Tageant, decided to try 
something new this week: we are combining your History and English classes into one. Pay careful 
attention to the directions below. 
 
Choice board directions: 
After reading the five  texts provided at the end of this packet, read through the choice board options. 
This is a combined English and History Assignment, so you will be doing four activities this week and 
four (different) activities next week. You will choose one activity from row A, one from row B, one from 
row C, and one from row D. If you are in Honors English, you will choose an activity from “Honors 
Extension” also. Examples and more detailed instructions for the various activities are available on 
the attached pages. The texts are attached at the end of your packet. 
 
 

Questions? Please Contact: 
 

 
Ms. Meissner  @ ameissner@asd5.org 
Ms. Leitch @ bleitch@asd5.org 
Mr. Harless @ mharlesss@asd5.org 
Mr. Tageant @ mtageant@asd5.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Choice Board 
 

A 
Find 5 sentences 

that contain facts 
from your reading, and 
copy each sentence on a 
separate sheet of paper. 
Explain how you know 
that sentence is a fact. 

Find 5 
sentences 
that contain 
opinions 
from our 

reading, and copy each 
sentence on a separate 
sheet of paper.  Explain 
how you know that 
sentence is an opinion. 
 

Select ten 
sentences 
from your 
reading. 
After copying 

them to a separate sheet 
of paper, single underline 
the subjects and circle 
the verbs. 

Copy 5 
sentences 
from your 
reading. 
Identify all of 

the nouns in each 
sentence. 

B Draw, color, 
or paint a 
picture of an 
important 

event from one of the 5 
selections in this week’s 
lesson.  Make sure that 
your picture accurately 
depicts the event. Give 
your piece of art a title 
and a subtitle. 

Draw a 6-8 
panel comic 
strip that 
reflects the 
events from 

one of the 5 selections of 
this week’s lesson. Make 
the event come to life by 
using dialogue and 
showing action. Stick 
figures must be clothed. 

Draw one, 
large, 
creative 
symbol that 
represents 

an important aspect of 
one of the  selection’s 
main/central ideas. Then, 
draw several small 
images of details from 
the text that support the 
main idea. 

Draw a 
detailed 
sketch of the 
setting (time 
and place!) 

of one of the selections. 
Include a quote that 
describes the setting you 
drew as well as 2-3 
sentences explaining the 
importance of the setting 
in connection with the 
text’s overall message. 

C RAFT: 
Role : Slave 
Audience : 
President of 
the U.S. 

Format:  Letter 
Topic : Why should the 
president risk the division 
of the nation and the 
lives of Northern men  to 
free slaves. 

Create an “I 
Am” poem 
from Dred 
Scott or John 

Brown’s point of view . 

Take the 
side of an 
abolitionist or 
proslavery 

advocate. Which of the 
five texts can you spin to 
most strongly support 
your position? In a 
well-written paragraph, 
explain. Which text can 
your opponent spin that 
most damages your 
position? In a well-written 
paragraph, explain 

Describe the 
different 
points of 
view from 

one of the selections, 
including your own. Use 
specific examples from 
the text. 

D After reading 
the 
selections, 
what are 

three questions you have 
that you can research to 
find more about? 

Make a list of 
words that 
are 
unfamiliar to 

you in these five texts. 
Use 10 of those words to 
create a Visual 
Dictionary  

Identify three 
descriptive 
words or 
phrases the 

author used in one of the 
texts. How were these 
words helpful in 
explaining the 
information?  

 

After reading 
the 5 
selections, 
choose one 

and explain what you feel 
is the big idea that the 
author is trying to 
convey. What 3 details 
from the text do you feel 
are MOST IMPORTANT 
in supporting the main 
idea? 
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Honors Extension: If you are a member of  Ms. Leitch or Mr. Tageant’s Honors class, you will need to select 
one of the following three activities each week.  
 

 Identify where a rule, 
social norm, or law was 
challenged or broken in 
one of the 5 selections. 

Find a specific example from the text 
to support your answer.  

Next describe the different points of 
view from the selection, including your 

own.  

 
Describe the cause and 
effect relationships that 
occur in the text, 

“Bleeding Kansas” or “The Great 
Compromise.” Use specific evidence 
from the text to support your 
description. You may use a graphic 
organizer to show your work. 

Rank order the five texts 
from the  most impactful 
(1) to the least impactful 
(5) event that caused the 

Civil War. In 2 well-written 
paragraphs, justify your first and last 
place choices.  

 
 

A Little Bit of Direction 
 

Below you will find examples of almost all of the options from the choice board. We have used the 
selection, “Life as a Southern Slave” for our examples so as not to take any possible responses away 
from you. 
 

 
Find 5 sentences that contain facts from our reading, and copy each sentence on a separate 
sheet of paper.  Explain how you know that sentence is a fact. 
 

Example:  
1. “Because enslaved people were viewed as property, they had no legal rights.”  

● I could tell this sentence is a fact because I can verify if slaves were viewed as 
property, and if they were, did they have legal rights. 

 
 
 

 
Find 5 sentences that contain opinions from our reading, and copy each sentence on a 
separate sheet of paper.  Explain how you know that sentence is an opinion. 
 

Example:  
1. “Slaves lived in constant fear of being sold.” 

● While a slave could be sold at any time, to say that they lived in constant fear of 
being sold is an opinion. First, we cannot verify the statement. We can’t tell what 
slaves were thinking about and how often they were thinking it. Second, constant 
means “occurring continuously over a long period of time” (Dictionary.com). 
While I can’t state it as fact, slaves had other issues that occupied their minds 
other than being sold off. 
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Select ten sentences from your reading. After copying them to a separate sheet of paper, 
single underline the subjects and circle the verbs. 

■ Subjects tell us who or what the sentence is about and are usually found at the 
start of a sentence. 

■ Verbs are the action a subject is doing in the sentence. 
Example:  

                    
                 individuals    worked 

 
 
 
 

 
Copy 5 sentences from your reading. Identify the nouns in each sentence. Nouns are 
people, places things, and ideas. 
 

Example:  
  1. Slaves generally lived in poor conditions with inadequate shelter, clothing, and food .  

 
                        Slaves, shelter, clothing and food are things. The word “conditions” is an idea, so it is  
                        a noun also. 
 
 
 

 
Draw, color, or paint a picture of an important event from one of the 5 selections in this week’s 
lesson.  Make sure that your picture accurately depicts the event. Give your piece of art a title 
and a subtitle. 
 
Draw a 6-8 panel comic strip that reflects the events from one of the 5 selections of this week’s 
lesson. Make the event come to life by using dialogue and showing action. Stick figures must be 
clothed 

 
 I’m not much of  an artist, and I think that these two assignments are self-explanatory. For  #5, an 
important event from one of your five selections would ideally represent the main/central idea of the 
text. However, as long as what you’re drawing would be included as part of a summary, it will be ok. 
For #6, you summarize the story in comic book form instead of writing it. 
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Draw one, large, creative symbol that represents an important aspect of one of the 
selection’s main/central ideas. Then, draw several small images of details from the text that 
support the main idea.   If you look below, you’ll get the idea. The dominant image is of 

savery, with several smaller pictures depicting what the text, “Life as a Southern Slave” says about 
how they lived their lives. Of course I used clipart, but I would like you to draw. 

Example:  

 
 
 
Draw a detailed sketch of the setting (time and place!) of one of the texts. Include a quote that 
describes the setting you drew as well as 2-3 sentences explaining the importance of the 
setting in connection with the text’s overall message.  

This assignment is wide open. You may draw Dred Scott in a courtroom, Harriet Tubman moving 
slaves through a field, or a picture from Uncle Tom’s Cabin. It’s up to you.  
 
Example:  
 
For “Life as a Southern Slave” I could use a picture of the South, a slave working in a field, or a slave 
working in a house. If I used a picture of  slaves working in a field, my assignment might look 
something like what you see below. 

 
 
“Most enslaved individuals worked on large farms called 
plantations. They did a variety of tasks, from planting and 
harvesting crops, to digging ditches and slaughtering 
livestock.” 
 
Without the setting there would be no message. The message 
of this text is about the life of a slave. Slavery existed in a 
specific time and place in our history. It thrived in the South 
where plantations needed cheap labor to profit and the nation 

as a whole believed that all other races were inferior to whites. With that setting, slavery could thrive. Without 
it, slavery would wither and die. 
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RAFT: 
Role: Slave   
Audience: President of the U.S. 

               Format :  Letter 
    Topic : Why should the president risk the division of the nation and the lives of Northern 
               men to free slaves. 
 
RAFT is an after reading writing strategy designed to help you understand the text and focus 
on communicating that information clearly.  
 
From the point of view of a slave, you will write at least  three or four paragraph letter to  

           President Lincoln trying to convience him to should abolish slavery, even if it means war with  
           the South. Textual evidence from two or more of your selections is required. 

 
 
Create an “I Am” poem from Dred Scott or John Brown’s point of view. 
 

Writing an I Am Poem. 
Usually an  “I Am” poem is one written by you and about  you.  This one is written by you about Dred 
Scot or John Brown. The poem should express the way they feel, what they hope, think, dream, enjoy 
and so on.  Some sentences in the poem should describe the sights, sounds and experiences of 
those two men. Other sentences should express what you imagine are their actual, literal feelings.  
 
Example:  
 
FIRST STANZA  
I am (2 special characteristics you have)  
I wonder (something of curiosity)  
I hear (an imaginary sound)  
I see (an imaginary sight)  
I want (an actual desire)  
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)  
 
SECOND STANZA  
I pretend (something you actually pretend to do)  
I feel (a feeling about something imaginary)  
I touch (an imaginary touch)  
I worry (something that bothers you)  
I cry (something that makes you sad)  
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)  
 
THIRD STANZA  
I understand (something that is true)  
I say (something you believe in)  
I dream (something you dream about)  
I try (something you really make an effort about)  
I hope (something you actually hope for)  
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)  

 
I am polite and kind  
I wonder about my kids’ future  
I hear a unicorn’s cry  
I see Atlantis I 
 want to do it all over again  
I am polite and kind  
 
 
I pretend I am a princess  
I feel an angel’s wings  
I touch a summer’s cloud  
I worry about violence  
I cry for my Gram  
I am polite and kind  
 
 
I understand your love for me  
I say children are our future  
I dream for a quiet day I try to do my best  
I hope the success of my children  
I am polite and kind.  
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Take the side of an abolitionist or proslavery advocate. Which of the five texts can you spin 
to most strongly support your position? In a well-written paragraph, explain. Which text can 
your opponent spin that most damages your position? In a well-written paragraph, explain. 
 

Example: 
 
The article, “Life of a Slave” is the one that can be spun to most strongly support an abolitionist’s position.  �(1) 
First, their words can be used against them. Phrases like “no legal rights,” “enforced by violence,” and “lived in 
constant fear”  highlight just how callus slave owners are to their slaves and how little respect owners have for 
a slave’s  basic rights.  �(2) �Next, a slave’s living conditions need to be highlighted. Upon hearing that slaves 
have inadequate food, shelter, and are often forced to work sick, more people will have sympathy for the 
abolitionist’s cause. �(3)� Finally, highlighting the fact that a slave can be sold away from his or her family without 
notice strongly supports our cause.. Just about everyone will respond with alarm to that idea �. �7KRVH�DUH�WKH�
KRUURUV�RI�VODYHU\�DQG�WKRVH�DUH�WKH�KRUURUV�WKDW�SHRSOH�QHHG�WR�NQRZ���
 
Remember that a paragraph needs  

Topic sentence: It states the main idea of the paragraph 
 
Supporting ideas: They support the topic sentence by giving details about the main idea. (there  
are 3 supporting ideas in the above paragraph) 
 
&ORVLQJ�VHQWHQFH��FRQFOXGHV�ZUDSV�XS�WKH�SDUDJUDSK��
�

�
 
Describe the different points of view from one of the selections, including your own. Use specific 
examples from the text. 
 

Example:  
There are three differing views in the text, “Life of a Slave.” The first is a slave’s viewpoint. Obviously, if  
you’re a slave, it sucks. Evidence for this is littered throughout the text. Slaves were 

 viewed as property, didn’t have rights, could be worked in harsh conditions against their will,  
            and could be separated from their families and sold at any time. The second viewpoint is the slave  
            owner’s. He of course sees slaves as property, and has the law on his side.  He feels justified in his 
            treatment of slaves. A horse is a man’s property and it has no rights. The  owner can work it  in the 
            wind, rain, or hot summer sun and the horse doesn’t have a neigh in it :-) If a slave is property, why 
            should it be any different? The third viewpoint is mine. I find it  hard to imagine that anyone, anyone, 
            could justify or rationalize the poor treatment and ownership of slaves. Their humanity would shine 
            through in your daily interactions and observations of them. 
 

 
After reading  the texts, what are three questions you have that you can research to find 
more about? 
 

             Example:   Three important questions I can research are: 
1. What could have convinced a judge that slaves were/were not property? 
2. What problems would be created if 3 million slaves were freed all at once? 
3. Could the South have made any changes to slavery to soften the North’s 

opposition to it? 
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Visual Dictionary 
On a blank sheet of paper, make a table like the one below. Select 10 words from your 

reading. Write the word in the first column, draw a picture of it in the second, and define it in the third. 
 
Example: 
 

WORD IMAGE DEFINITION 

 
scrutiny 

 

careful  and thorough examination of 
someone or something 

 
 
 

 
I�dentify three descriptive words or phrases the author used in one of the texts. How were 
these words helpful in explaining the information?  
 

Example: I would choose SODQWDWLRQ, SURSHUW\��and �ZRUNHG  as the three helpful words. 3ODQWDWLRQ is 
important because most slaves worked on a plantation and it was plantations that kept slavery going 
for so long. 3URSHUW\ is the next word I’d choose. Slaves owners justified their treatment of slaves 
because slaves were considered their property. :RUN  is the final word. The work slaves did helps me 
see why people thought slavery was necessary. 
 
 

After reading the five selections, choose one and explain what you feel is the big idea that 
the author is trying to convey. What 3 details from the text do you feel are MOST 
IMPORTANT in supporting the main idea? 

 
Example: After reading “Life as a Southern Slave,” I would say the big idea the author is trying to 
convey is what life was like for slaves on a plantation. First, he explains that slaves had no rights, and 
therefore could be treated anyway that their owners wanted to treat them. Second, he explains the 
type of work that slaves had to do. Third he explains how slaves tried to resist slavery the best that 
they could. 
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Honors Extension 
 

Identify where a rule, social norm, or law was challenged or broken in one of the 5 
selections. Find a specific example from the text to support your answer.  

 Next describe the different points of view from the selection, including your own.  
 
 
Example: 
In the text, “Life as a Southern Slave,” The rule, social norm or law that was broken was where slaves 
escaped. In the text it says, “Others [slaves] revolted against their masters and ran away.” There 
were laws in place that made it a crime for a slave to run away, and forbade anyone to help them. 
There are three points of view working here. The slave owner’s point of view, who was rightly 
dismayed when his slave(s) ran away, the slave who beleived that slavery was injust and he or she 
had every right to run away, and mine. My point of view is that slavery is unjust and if a slave can run 
away should. Actually my point of view is that slavery should never have been legeal in the first place. 
 
 

 
Describe the cause and effect relationships that occur in the text, “Bleeding Kansas” or “The 
Great Compromise.” Use specific evidence from the text to support your description. You may 
use a graphic organizer to show your work. 

 
Simply put, a cause is why something happens, and an effect is what happened.  
 
Cause: Coronavirus.  
Effects : (1) Schools shutdown, (2) social distancing enacted, and (3) people wearing masks.  
 
Charting cause and effect can help you understand a piece of text. Cause and effect can be quite 
complicated, but keep it simple for this assignment. 
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Please understand that Cause and Effect charts take many forms. Below are but just a few. 
 

 
 

 
Rank order the five texts from the most impactful (1) to the least impactful (5) events 
contributing to the Civil War. In 2 well-written paragraphs, justify your first and last place 
choices. 

 
On a separate sheet of paper, list the events from the five texts in order of importance.Which text 
contains the event that you think most contributed to the Civil War? List that one as number one. 
Which text contains the event that you think least contributed to the Civil War? List that one as 
number five. It’s up to you to decide the importance of each text. Your list may look like one of the 
ones below 
 

 
 
After you have created your list, explain why you believe that your first choice was the most important 
of the five that led to the Civil War. Then, explain why your fifth choice was the least important of the 
five to cause the Civil War. 
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Choice Board Rubric 
 
 
 Exemplary (4) (3) (2) (1) 

Number of 
Choices 

All three responses 
were completed 
and guidelines for 
each response 
were followed. 

All three responses 
were completed 
and most of the 
guidelines for each 
response were 
followed. 

Only two responses 
were completed 
and most of the 
guidelines for each 
response were 
followed. 

Multiple responses 
are incomplete and 
some guidelines 
were followed. 

Information All the information 
was included and 
even some extra, 
interesting 
information was 
included in at least 
one choice. 

All the information 
was included and 
correct on all three 
choices.d 

Most of the 
information was 
included, and most 
of the information 
on choices is 
correct. 

Some of the 
information is 
included, but there 
is incorrect 
information on 
some of the 
responses. 

Effort/Creativity 
of Choices 

All responses show 
much 
effort/creativity. 
Much time has 
been spent 
responding to the 
choices. 

At least two of the 
responses show 
much 
creativity/effort, 
and time has been 
spent on 
responses. 

One of the 
responses shows 
creativity/effort, and 
some time has 
been spent on 
responses. 

All responses are of 
low quality and lack 
creativity/effort. 
Little time has been 
spent on 
responses.  

Conventions: 
Usage, 
mechanics, 
and spelling 

There are no errors 
with usage, 
mechanics and 
spelling on any 
response. 

Responses contain 
1-2 errors. 

Responses contain 
3-4 errors. 

Responses contain 
more than 4 errors. 
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Do not use this text as part of your assignment!  
We included it so that you can see where we got 

our example answers.
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